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A Dialogue between the Great Companion Rab’i bin Amer with Rustam,
the Leader of the Persians
To: Mohammed Al-Muslih
(Translated)
Question:
History records for us a dialogue that took place between the great companion Rab’ei bin ‘Amer
and Rustam, the leader of the Persians, about the general ideas of Islam and jihad, so what was said
about it?
During the conquest of Persia by the Muslims, he sought the Muslims for a delegation to talk to
Rustam, the leader of the Persians. This is due to his definite desire for peace, or any other means by
which the Muslim army returns without entering into a war with it, so Rab’ei bin ‘Amer went to meet
Rustam, and Rabe’i was not one of the leaders of the Islamic armies, but a master of his people.
Here is the conversation…
Rustam: Permit him to enter.
So Rab'ei entered with his horse on the rugs (carpets) in front of him, and when he entered with
his horse, he found the pillows with gold; thus he cut off one of them, passed the bridle of his horse in
it and tied it to it, then took his spear, and headed towards Rustam while he was leaning on it, and the
spear was in the rugs and he cut it. Rustam began to speak.
Rustam: What made you do this? (i.e. What made you sit on the floor?)
Rab’ei: We do not like to sit on your adornment
Rustam: What brought you?
Rab’ei: Allah has sent us to take the servants out from the worship of the servants to the worship
of the Lord of the servants, and from the injustice of religions to the justice of Islam, and from the
narrowness of the world to the spaciousness of this world and the Hereafter. Whoever accepts that
from us, we will accept him, and if he does not accept that, we will accept the jizyah from him, and if
he refuses, we will fight him until we gain victory.
Rustam: You may die before that.
Rab'ei: Allah the Almighty promised us that Paradise will be for those of us who die on that, and
victory will be for those of us who remain.
Rustam: I heard your words (i.e. I understood your point), so could you postpone us until we
take an opinion with our leaders and our people? [He asks him for a time to think about it.]
Rab’ei: Yes, I give you how much you like: a day or two
Rustam: No, but give me more; I am addressing my people in the cities
Rab’ei: The Messenger of Allah has decreed for us that we should not set our Athaan against
the enemies, and that we should not delay them when meeting for more than three days (that is, only
three days so that they are not able to prepare themselves against us and rectify their affairs), then I
give you three days after that; Choose Islam and we will return from you or the jizyah, and if you are
in need of our victory, we will help you, and if you are not in need from our victory, we will turn away
from you, or fight you on the fourth day. And I guarantee you on behalf of my people that we do not
start you to fight until the fourth day, unless you start us (i.e.: I guarantee you that the Muslims will not
fight you except on the fourth day).
Rustam: Are you their master? (i.e.: Are you the master of the people and their leader, so that
you can guarantee me that they will not fight me?).

Rab'ei: No, I am a man from the army, but our lower rank can convince our higher one. (He
means that if the least of a man among us says a word, or a promise, he must fulfill it openly)
And Rustam again spoke to his entourage
Rustam: Have you seen his logic?! Did you see his power?! Did you see his confidence?! He
addresses his people to persuade them to make peace with the Muslims; And thus avoids entering
into a war with them.
But they refused to enter into treaty.
The fight occurred
The Muslims were victorious and the Persian state ended. End Quote.
Brother, is this dialogue true or is it false?
Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.
Answer:
Walaikum Assalam wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh
Oh my brother, this is the honour and protection of Islam and the lack of fear except from Allah
the All-Mighty... This story is found in several sources with a difference in some expressions without
changing the general meaning, and from the sources that you quoted:
History of al-Tabari (3/33-40)
The Beginning and the End by Ibn Kathir (7/46+47)
History of Ibn Khaldun (2/94+95)
And yes, as it came in these sources (...The interpreter said to him: What brought you? He said:
Allah has sent us to bring His servants out of the narrowness of the world to its spaciousness, and
from the oppression of religions to the justice of Islam, and He sent us with His religion to His
creation, and whoever accepted it, we accepted him and left him and his land, and whoever refused
we would fight him until we gain paradise or victory. Then Rustam said: Can you delay this matter
until we look into it? He said:
Yes, how much should I give you a day or two? He said: No, but until we write to the people of
our opinion and the leaders of our people. He said: Among the things that the Messenger of Allah,
peace and blessings be upon him, prescribed for us is that we should not empower the enemies
more than three, so consider your affairs and their command and choose either Islam, and we leave
you and your land, or the jizyah, so we accept and leave you, and if you need us, we will help you, or
we fight in the fourth if you fight, and I am responsible for this on behalf of my companions. Usaid
said: Who you? He said: No, but the Muslims are like a single body, allowing one from another,
allowing the lowest over the highest…)
And yes, this is the honor of Islam, a victory in this world and the Hereafter: ﴿يَ ْغف ِْر َل ُك ْم ذُنُوبَ ُك ْم َويُ ْدخِ ْل ُك ْم
َ َسا ِكن
﴾ َش ِِر ا ْل ُمؤْ مِ نِين
َ ت
ّ َيب َوب
ٌ َّْللا َوفَت
ِ َّ َص ٌر مِ ن
ْ َعد ٍْن ذَ ِلكَ ا ْلفَ ْو ُز ا ْلعَظِ ي ُم * َوأ ُ ْخ َرى تُحِ بُّونَهَا ن
ِ ط ِّيبَةً فِي َجنَّا
ٍ  َجنَّا.
َ ت تَج ِْري م ِْن تَحْ تِهَا ْاْل َ ْنهَا ُر َو َم
ٌ ح قَ ِر
“He will forgive your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which rivers flow, and ˹house
you in˺ splendid homes in the Gardens of Eternity. That is the ultimate triumph. *˹He will also
give you˺ another favour that you long for: help from Allah and an imminent victory. ˹So˺ give
good news ˹O Prophet˺ to the believers.” [TMQ As-Saf:12-13].
Your Brother,
Ata Bin Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah
18 Rajab 1443 AH
19/02/2022 CE
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https://www.facebook.com/HT.AtaabuAlrashtah/posts/499328525087855
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