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Ruling on Joining the Armed Forces in Muslim Countries
To Ahmad Sadid
(Translated)
Question:
Assalamu Alikum Wa Rahmatullah.
Dear brother, I have a question about those who are working as police or soldiers in the
Islamic countries in this system, what is the hukm regarding this?
I am the member of Hizb ut Tahrir, this question has confused me because my father
and my brother are commanders in Afghanistan.
I will appreciate it if you can provide an answer.
Thank you.
Answer:
Wa Alaikum Assalam Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuh
My brother, regarding being disturbed due to the participation of your father and brother
in the army of Afghanistan... We have previously issued an Answer to a Question about the
permissibility or impermissibility of entering the army... We said that entering the army is not
permissible in certain cases, but it is permissible in other cases. I quote the text of the
Answer to you:
(On the authority of Abi Saeed and Abu Huraira, they said: the Messenger of Allah (saw)
said:  َويُؤ َِخ ُرونَ الص َََّلةَ ع َْن،اس َويُ ْظ ِه ُرونَ ِبخِ ي َِار ِه ْم
َ ُاس َز َمانٌ يَكُون
َ َّ«لَيَأْتِيَن
ُ علَ ْي ِه ْم أ ُ َم َرا ُء
ِ َّار الن
ِ َّعلَى الن
َ  يُقَ ِد ُمونَ ش َِر،سفَهَا ُء
َ
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َ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
»ً  ف َم ْن أد َْركَ ذ ِلكَ مِ ن ُك ْم فَل يَكُوننَّ ع َِريفا ً َوَل ش َُرطِ يا ً َوَل جَابِيا ً َوَل خ ِازنا،“ َم َواقِيتِهَاSoon you will encounter leaders
who will keep the evil ones close to them, they will delay Salah from its appointed
time. If you do encounter such leaders, [you should not be under their employ], not as
a [minister], nor as a police officer, nor as a tax collector nor as a treasurer”. Narrated
by Abu Ya’la and its men (narrators) are the same men in the Sahih except Abdul Rahman
Ibn Masood, and he is trusted.
In another narration in Kanz Al-U’mmal from Al-Khateeb from Abu Huraira:  َف َم ْن أَد َْر َك ُه ْم...«
»ً  َو ََل ش َُرطِ يا،ً َو ََل َخ ِازنا،ً َو ََل جَا ِبيا،ً“ َف ََل يَكُونَنَّ لَ ُه ْم ع َِريفاIf you do encounter such leaders, [you should
not be under their employ], not as a [minister] nor as a tax collector nor as a treasurer,
nor as a police officer”. Kanz Al-U’mmal- Al-Khateeb from Abu Huraira
By looking deeper into the issue, it becomes clear that:
1- The Hadith of Abu Ya’la that the Prophet (saw) forbids these four under the rule of the
foolish and oppressive rulers in general (Mutlaq). In the Hadith of Kanz Al-U’mmal, these four
are forbidden for the unjust rulers in particular, as it was mentioned in the Hadith (lahum
(them)) and the (lam) is for specification. The prohibition is related to the special guards of
these rulers and those who collect money for them and store it for them. The general
(Mutlaq) is applied to the restricted (Muqayad), so the prohibition is not about the minister,
the tax collector, the treasurer and the policeman in countries whose rulers do not govern by
Islam, but rather the prohibition is related to the minister, the policeman, the tax collector and
the treasurer working with the persons of these rulers, i.e., their personnel.
2- The one who accepts the judgment of the unjust, foolish rulers is a sinner, whether he
is in the army or not, because not changing the rulers who do not rule by what Allah has

revealed, and not rejecting them, or accepting them, all of that is a great sin, as the
Messenger of Allah (saw) said:  َولَك ِْن َم ْن،س ِل َم
َ  َف َم ْن ك َِرهَ َفقَ ْد ب َِر، َستَكُونُ أ ُ َم َرا ُء َفتَع ِْرفُونَ َوت ُ ْن ِك ُرون
َ  َو َم ْن أ َ ْنك ََر َفقَ ْد،ئ
َ «
»ي َوتَابَ َع
ض
ر
“In
the
near
future
there
will
be
Amirs
and
you
will
like
their
good
deeds
and
َ ِ َ
dislike their bad deeds. One who sees through their bad deeds (and tries to prevent
their repetition by his band or through his speech), is absolved from blame, but one
who hates their bad deeds (in the heart of his heart, being unable to prevent their
recurrence by his hand or his tongue), is (also) fafe (so far as Allah's wrath is
concerned). But one who approves of their bad deeds and imitates them is spiritually
ruined”.
3- Asking for Nusra (support) from the people of power, whether they are in the guard of
the ruler or not in his guard, to change the rule of the foolish (Ruwaibidah) and unjust who do
not rule by what Allah has revealed, is permissible, but after explaining the reality of the
corrupt regime in which they work, and that it is a duty that must be changed, if they are
convinced of that and respond to Allah and His Messenger, then their work is a great work,
Allah willing. And if they use their positions to expedite the establishment of Allah’s rule, they
would have done a great job.
This is because the Messenger of Allah (saw) used to go to the tribes, who were kuffar,
inviting them to Islam. If they responded, became Muslim, He (saw) would request the Nusra
to establish Allah’s rule from them. Thus, if the workers in the army of the unjust respond to
the truth and know the ruling of Shariah that it is necessary to denounce the oppressors and
change them, and are prepared to act, the request for their support is permitted.
4- Yes, it is permissible to fight with the unjust rulers if it is a fight against the kuffar and
not against the Muslims, because jihad is obligatory on Muslims in all cases, under the
shadow of the Muslim ruler, regardless of his condition, whether he is righteous or immoral,
as long as he is fighting against the kuffar, and that is because the verses of fighting came as
general (Mutlaq) and not restricted (Muqayad). ﴾للا
ِ س ِبي ِل
َ “ ﴿ َو َما لَ ُك ْم َلَ تُقَاتِلُونَ فِيAnd what is [the
matter] with you that you fight not in the cause of Allah” [An-Nisa: 75] ﴿الَّ ِذينَ آ َمنُواْ يُقَاتِلُونَ فِي
﴾للا
ِ س ِبي ِل
ِ س ِبي ِل
َ “Those who believe fight in the cause of Allah” [An-Nisa: 76]. للا
َ ﴿ َف ْليُ َقاتِ ْل فِي
﴾“ الَّ ِذينَ يَش ُْرونَ ا ْل َحيَاةَ ال ُّد ْنيَاSo let those fight in the cause of Allah who sell the life of this
world for the Hereafter” [An-Nisa: 74].

And many other verses did not stipulate that the ruler should be unjust or not, as long as
the fight is against the kuffar.
There are also explicit Hadiths indicating that the injustice of the ruler does not prevent
fighting with him against the kuffar, which means to fight with the unjust imam. On the
authority of Anas, he said: The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: للا ِإلَى أ َ ْن
ٍ « َوا ْل ِجهَا ُد َم
ُ َّ اض ُم ْنذُ بَعَثَنِي
ُ
َ
ُ
َ
َ
»ع ْد ُل عَا ِد ٍل
َ  َل يُبْطِ لهُ ج َْو ُر جَائ ٍِر َوَل،َ“ يُقاتِ َل آخِ ُر أ َّمتِي ال َّدجَّالJihad continues from the time Allah sent me
till the last of my people fights with the dajjal, being annulled neither by the tyranny of
a tyrannical ruler nor the justice of a just one.”
20 Jumada Al-Awal 1424 AH-20/7/2003 CE)
I hope that this answer is sufficient, and Allah Knows Best and is Most Wise.
Your Brother,
Ata Bin Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah
10 Muharram 1444 AH
8/8/2022 CE
The link to the answer from the Ameer’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/HT.AtaabuAlrashtah/posts/612118667142173
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